The Holy Eucharist
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020
The Liturgy of the Word
The Bidding Prayer
Dear People of God: in this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the
message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem, and see the Son of God lying in the manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose from the time of our
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child Jesus; and let
us make this place glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and justice on earth, for the unity
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in
this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and the helpless,
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved,
the aged and little children, as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are
one for evermore.
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
O Come All Ye Faithful
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. Come and
behold Him, born the King of angels;
C. O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the
Lord.
2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal. Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb; Son of
the Father, begotten, not created;
3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God,
all glory in the highest;
4. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to Thee be glory given. Word of the
Father, now in flesh appearing.
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you
People
And also with you
Celebrant
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also
enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
All
Amen.
Lessons and Carols
Isaiah 11:1-5
1
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And his delight
shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by
what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for
the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness
the belt of his loins.
Reader
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Isaiah 7:10-15
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And
he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good.
Reader
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
What Child is This
Micah 5:2-4
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from
ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given
birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and
shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.
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Reader
People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shone. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord
of hosts will do this.
Reader
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; With
th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the
newborn King!”
2. Christ, by highest Heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; Late in time, behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity, Pleased
with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn
King!”
The Gospel Luke 2:1-20
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People
Glory to you Lord Christ
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there
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was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it,
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard
it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Priest
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Praise to you Lord Christ
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!
3. Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all He
brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die.
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to
the newborn King!”
The Peace
Celebrant
People

May the peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Liturgy of Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary his mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of sin, that we might be
cleansed from sin and given the right to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever say/sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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All

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

The Prayer of Consecration
Celebrant
Lord God our Father: When we had sinned against you and become subject to evil
and death, you sent your only Son into the world for our salvation; by the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. On the cross he offered himself once for all as
our Redeemer, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke
the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. After he ascended to your right hand
in glory, you sent your Holy Spirit, that we might become your holy people.
On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for
many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”
Now sanctify these gifts that they may become for us the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may be filled with your Holy Spirit and manifest your presence
and power in the world.
Therefore, heavenly Father, as we joyfully proclaim our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection, we
offer ourselves, our souls and bodies, as a living sacrifice. Grant that we who partake of this Holy
Communion may receive the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and be made one body
with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. At the last day bring us with all your saints
into the fullness of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever.
All
AMEN
Celebrant

Fraction
Celebrant
People

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
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The Prayer of Humble Access
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord whose character is always
to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and
he in us. Amen.
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Communion

O Holy Night

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all
things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together
with all your faithful people [gathered around every altar of your Church], and I embrace you
with all the affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
The Prayer of Christian Discipleship
Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and forever. Amen.
The Blessing
Silent Night
1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. Round yon virgin mother and Child; Holy
Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; Radiant beams from Thy holy face with
the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
The Dismissal
Priest
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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